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Welcome to our school
Success at school has never been more important than it is today. Everything we do is geared 

to ensure that each and every student can fulfil their academic potential. Recently, we have 

seen sustained improvement in our GCSE results and were delighted to see students achieve 

their best.

 

Young people succeed when their teachers have high expectations of them and when 

they are taught in a stimulating and challenging manner. At Holly Lodge we also place 

emphasis on traditional values of good behaviour, courtesy and smart appearance.

 

Our new school buildings open in September 2011, with our own sixth form as so 

many students want to continue at the school.

 

I am proud of Holly Lodge’s recent achievements and am confident about 

our future success. I hope you will take the opportunity to visit the school 

and see for yourself the quality of education we can offer your child. 

Ahson Mohammed
Headteacher
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Striving for

The headteacher has galvanised the staff, students 

and the community in a common vision of 

‘believing it can be done’.

Ofsted 2010
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Striving for

The teachers push pupils 

that bit extra so that they achieve 

the target grades they know they deserve.

Year 8 student

Excellencexcellence
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Our school
At Holly Lodge we strongly believe that the welfare of our 

students impacts considerably on their successes and 

achievements. We therefore place great importance on 

supporting students and their families, by monitoring their 

health and wellbeing and helping them to overcome any 

difficulties that may be impacting on their school life.

Form Tutors, Student Support Managers, Key Stage Directors, 

Health Manager, Learning Mentors and Learning Support 

Assistants are part of our school and are here to work with 

students and their families to help alleviate any difficulties 

and support students to achieve their best and be happy 

at Holly Lodge. We also have excellent working relationships 

with a number of specialist agencies outside of school.

Paramount to the welfare of our students is good 

communication with them and their families and our 

staff are happy to discuss any concerns or issues that 

there may be.

We are proud to say that many of our students who have 

been supported in school have gone on to be successful, 

not just at Holly Lodge but in their lives after leaving our school.
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‘‘
Year 7 student

My favourite subject is English. I really like it 

because we do drama and also we have 

got a brilliant teacher, I learn a lot. A good 

teacher is one who explains everything so 

you understand it and asks questions 

to see what you have learnt. ’’

Students learn in a supportive and inclusive environment where 

behaviour is good. The school is a harmonious community with 

a strong ethos, which ensures that students from different 

backgrounds work well together, understand each others’ 

cultures and support one another as members of Holly Lodge.

Ofsted 2010
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Students are welcoming and courteous, 

showing a positive approach to one 

another and to their learning.

Ofsted 2010



Specialism
Holly Lodge was designated as a Specialist Science College 

in 2004. Since then, we have gone from strength to strength 

with our results at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 having 

steadily risen year on year. Our results are now well above 

local and national figures.

We have a suite of fourteen new, spacious, well equipped 

laboratories which are supported by four high spec preparation 

rooms. All science lessons are taught in laboratories with a 

strong emphasis on developing practical and thinking skills. 

We deliver a broad curriculum of science linked subjects and 

have close links with a number of partner schools who also 

make full use of our expertise and facilities.

The proportion of students who study the three sciences in 

Key Stage 4 and continue to Key Stage 5 to study science 

is above average with many students given the opportunity 

to begin GCSE examination work in year 9. The school’s 

specialism in sciences is regarded in Sandwell as a real 

strength of the Authority. 
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‘‘
Year 9 student

My favourite subject is science because I like my 

teacher and you get to do experiments which are 

great fun. The new school is more modern and 

we can learn in a modern way, such as in 

science, we can do more experiments.  

The school’s specialism in the sciences has 

had a significant impact on the curriculum, 

the quality of teaching and learning, 

and on assessment systems.

Ofsted 2010

’’
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Achievement
In recent years there has been a marked upward trend in 

the attainment of Holly Lodge students. Expectations are 

high with record numbers of students achieving 5+ A*–C 

grades (including English and mathematics) at GCSE or 

equivalent. The percentage of students making three 

levels progress in English, maths and science has also 

shown significant improvement.

At Holly Lodge we aim to provide an education that enables 

each individual student to achieve their full potential. 

Challenging but achievable targets are set for each student 

in each of their subjects at Key Stages 3 and 4. Progress 

towards those targets is then monitored each half term to 

identify any students who are underachieving. Strategies 

are then put in place to tackle that underachievement. 

These may include the use of a range of professionals 

other than teachers including Learning Mentors, Student 

Support Managers and ACES coaches. Parental support 

is also highly valued and at Holly Lodge we seek to form 

a partnership between parents and teachers to ensure 

that each student is given the opportunity and support to 

achieve at his or her highest possible level. Parents are 

regularly informed of their child’s progress and of any 

concerns that the school may have.

Achievement, however, is more than what goes on in 

the classroom. At Holly Lodge there are a range of extra-

curricular activities that give students the opportunity 

to take part and achieve in sport, music, art, drama, 

community and charity events. A system of rewards 

encourages academic and extra-curricular effort and 

success and at the end of the year prizes are awarded 

to many of our students to celebrate their achievements 

and endeavours.
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‘‘
Teacher of History 

Ofsted 2010

Every day is different and you can’t beat 

the feeling after a good lesson when you 

know the students and teacher 

have both enjoyed the learning.

Students enjoy school, feel safe 

and are well prepared for the 

next stages of their education 

or employment.

’’
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The tracking and monitoring of students’ performance 

are rigorous and have led to continuous improvement 

in GCSE examination results.

Ofsted 2010
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Teaching environment
The school has gone through the ‘Building Schools for the Future’ programme, which has given us 

outstanding facilities. Rooms have been designed to enable high quality teaching to take place.  

The school has been transformed with a mix of new build and refurbishment. 

Facilities include new fully equipped science laboratories, a new sports hall, dance studio, fitness suite, 

drama studio and many other specialist rooms.

The school has been designed to enable pupils to progress to their best ability and provide an 

up-to-date learning environment. This will enable pupils to work in a modern well-equipped school.

Dining facilities have been provided to enable all students in the school to eat on the campus at 

lunchtime with a great variety of food on offer. 
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A teacher’s perspective: “The school will go from strength 

to strength – the new buildings and facilities mean that 

the school can make an even bigger contribution 

to the lives of the young people in our community.”

Our teachers are good motivators, they 

maximise students’ abilities and the new 

building has spacious rooms and 

a relaxed atmosphere to learn.

Year 8 student

‘‘

‘‘

’’

’’
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Holly Lodge’s new build opens completely in 

September 2011 with modern, glass-fronted 

buildings, landscaping and state-of-the-art 

facilities to support every student throughout 

their time at Holly Lodge.
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Enrichment
Our Enrichment Programme provides you with the opportunity to learn something new alongside your studies. 

Whether you want to join a club purely for fun, or even to gain an extra qualification to add further UCAS 

points, we have several options tailored to your needs.

 

Enrichment is a vital part of school life where you can meet new friends as well as learning a new skill or a hobby. 

You may want to be part of a sports team, become a DIY expert, take part in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme or even 

do web design – the choice is up to you!  

 

Students are encouraged to participate in at least one Enrichment option from the following:

n	� Community Sports Leaders Award 

(CSLA Level 2 and HSLA Level 3)

n	 DIY

n	 Duke of Edinburgh

n	 Art and design

n	 Textiles

n	 Peer mentoring

n	 First aid

n	 Coaching awards

n	 Critical thinking

n	 Enterprise

n	 ICT

n	 SPICES club

n	 Photography

n	 Web design

‘‘
Year 12 student 

There are lots of clubs and activities to 

choose from. I am part of the SPICES 

club, which is a voluntary girls club to 

raise awareness about women’s rights.’’

After school I go to fitness club, 

it keeps me active and I like 

to have fun after hard work.

Year 12 student ’’‘‘
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Sixth form
Holly Lodge has developed a thriving inclusive sixth form, offering both level 2 and 3 qualifications, to meet the progression 

needs of our students and external applicants. We have a range of both academic and vocational courses and provide 

extensive individual support, with opportunities to contribute to the real and varied life of the school.

 At the heart of the sixth form lies a strong system of pastoral care. The sixth form pastoral team are on hand to support 

students with their studies, career and higher education guidance and applications. Students are expected to develop 

and demonstrate qualities of self–motivation, maturity, resilience and commitment to their studies. We are very proud of 

our retention and course completion record as well as the outcomes for individual students.

The sixth form is a pleasant and enriching experience. It provides both challenging and stimulating programmes and is 

housed in accommodation that includes a study room that is fully equipped with up-to-date technology, a Common 

Room and the Learning Resource Centre.

Holly Lodge Specialist 11–19 Science College   |   Prospectus

14

My favourite subject is chemistry because 

I would like to pursue a career in this.

Year 12 student

The best thing about my job is making a 

difference to the lives of young people 

and seeing them succeed.

Teacher of Geography

‘‘
‘‘

’’
’’
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Sixth form
Holly Lodge has developed a thriving inclusive Sixth Form, offering both level 2 and 3 qualifications, to meet the progression 

needs of our students and external applicants. We have a range of both academic and vocational courses and provide 

extensive individual support, with opportunities to contribute to the real and varied life of the school.

 At the heart of the Sixth Form lies a strong system of pastoral care. The Sixth Form pastoral team are on hand to support 

students with their studies, career and higher education guidance and applications. Students are expected to develop and 

demonstrate qualities of self – motivation, maturity, resilience and commitment to their studies. We are very proud of our 

retention and course completion record as well as the outcomes for individual students.

The Sixth Form is a pleasant and enriching experience. It provides both challenging and stimulating programmes and is 

housed in accommodation that includes a study room that is fully equipped with up-to-date technology, a Common 

Room and the Learning Resource Centre.
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Lunchtime is the best part of the day because we 

socialise with friends and can relax after doing a hard 

morning’s work, but my favourite subject is chemistry 

because I would like to pursue a career in this.

Year 12 student

The best thing about my job is making a 

difference to the lives of young people 

and seeing them succeed.

Teacher

‘‘

‘‘
’’
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